
MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 
Springfield City Hall. 225 5th St., Springfield, OR  97477 

February 10th, 2026 
5:30 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Springfield Arts Commission was held on February 10th, 2026. A quorum being 
present, the meeting was called to order by Commission Chair David Grimes at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Present:  David Grimes (DG), Meredith Branch (MB), Jane Boggs (JB), Adam Gutierrez (AG), Keith 
Bennett (KB), Charly Swing (CS), Gregory Hayes (GH), Brittney Crawford Liu-Allgauer (BCL), Emily David 
(ED, stand-in for Mindy Linder) 
 

 

5:30-5:33 JANUARY 2026 MINUTES APPROVAL DAVID GRIMES 
Commissioners review minutes. JB motions to approve minutes: DG seconds the motion. 
Commissioners vote in unanimous approval (Votes to approve: DG, MB, JB, AG, KB, CS, GH, BCL). 

 

5:33-5:40 FINANCIAL REPORT MINDY LINDER 
 
ED mentions that someone is interested in buying a piece from the City Hall Gallery, KB has 
already reached out to the potential buyer. Current exhibition: Coral Bertrand’s “Embrace the 
Mystery”  

 
ED mentions that the SAC has a pending request for sponsorship funds for SACA (Springfield Arts 
and Culture Awards). AG states that we supported them last year, their title sponsor fell through 
this year and they need funding! MB proposes the commission help in some way. AG gives 
commission basic information on the event, scheduled 4/18/2026. Tickets are free.  

 
DG asks the commission what part of our budget we would allocate a donation to SACA 
from. ED suggests miscellaneous funds. AG remembers that SAC donated around $250 
last year, also suggests that we could contribute in other ways.  
 
ED mentions that there is a public nomination process that the SAC can participate in on 
the event website. AG suggests not using TESTA funds, wants to use these funds for an 
internal SAC project later in the year. ED explains to the commission that the TESTA 
money does not come through Council so there are not specific restrictions that she is 
aware of. 

 
MB suggests donating $500 to SACA from the SAC’s Miscellaneous Funds. Commission 
deliberates coming up short later in the year, DG suggests we can cover with other 
funding. 
 

MB motions that we spend $500 on this donation, KB seconds. Commissioners 
vote in unanimous approval (Votes to approve: DG, MB, JB, AG, KB, CS, GH, 
BCL). 
 
ACTION ITEM - AG to coordinate with SACA and Mindy Linder to move forward 
with donation. 
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5:40-5:45 COUNCIL UPDATE COUNCILOR TBD 
 
ED explains that there is no new council representative for the SAC yet. Council is holding SAC 
position open until a new councilor is voted in, in April 2026.  

 

5:45-5:55 OPEN RECRUITMENT DAVID GRIMES 
 

DG states we are in open recruitment now until the end of the month. DG asked ED if there are 
any applicants, ED says none so far. Applications close on February 26th! 

 
The commission has a discussion about outreach through mailchimp. MB suggests someone be 
in charge of mailchimp newsletter, and there is a backlog of names/addresses that need to be 
entered into mailchimp. 
 

ACTION ITEM: BCL agrees to take on this task, and will coordinate with AG for 
templates.  

 
MB mentions that SAC has a Canva account, and Mindy Linder must approve all mailchimp 
posts. GH asks about signup for mailchimp, clarifies how members of the public get on our email 
list.  
 
CS asks about volunteer outreach with mailchimp - DG suggests that we can compile a roster of 
potential volunteers, suggests a Call to Volunteers for mailchimp. CS has many artists who 
would be interested in our mailchimp. 
 
 ACTION ITEM: CS to coordinate with BCL to get artists connected to our mailchimp. 
 
GH asks about vetting process for volunteers. ED responds that there is a city volunteer 
application and process. 
 
JB suggests we prepare tasks and projects for volunteers before asking for them. CS suggests a 
general response when a volunteer expresses interest, thanking them for applying and then 
adding them to a potential pool the SAC can draw from when needed. CS suggests discussing 
volunteers next meeting. MB suggests the Springfield Block Party (9/11/2026) for volunteers. 

 
 

5:55-6:00 BOOKS & BREW DAVID GRIMES 
 

BCL mentions that a few volunteers are still needed for the games area of Books and Brew 
(2/21/2026) - CS can do both shifts if needed, DG and KB tentatively volunteer.  
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The event is scheduled for 2/21/26 from 5:30-7:00pm. ED says ticket sales are low right now. 
Volunteers are okay to arrive at 5:00pm. 

 

6:00-6:15 NEW COMMISSIONER Q&A ALL 
 
CS asks: “How can we get money?” and that Public Art in the SAC Budget has $0. BLC seconds 
this question, and would like to know what permissible avenues there are to fundraise. MB 
mentions that Art Alley Repair will be allocated for Public Art. CS would still like to pursue 
fundraising avenues, suggests sponsors for events.  
 
CS asks about Testa art funds and mentions that there are major art collectors in Springfield. CS 
asks: “If artists wanted to donate their art to the City, could we sell it?” AG thinks we have 
visited this issue before, sponsors may not be allowed.  
 

ACTION ITEM: JB to email Mindy Linder with these fundraising questions so she can 
prepare information for the commissioners at the next SAC meeting. 

 
KB mentions that the new director of Emerald Arts Center would like to come to an upcoming 
SAC meeting and present on potential collaborations between the commission and the Emerald 
Arts Center, which may help with fundraising. 
 
DG asks the commission about the history of the Testa funds, ED mentions that art was donated 
to the city and handed off to the SAC to take care of. 
 
AG mentions that we have not spent the $7k from Art Alley each year we have it, asks the 
commission what projects we would be raising funds for.  
 

CS suggests a riverfront blues festival, AG suggests musical porchfest, commissioners all 
like the idea of some sort of musical festival. CS brings up the idea of a storytelling 
festival. MB suggests mural “alley.” AG suggests helping to install blank mural walls - for 
local graffiti artists. CS mentions that Eugene has already done this and supports the 
idea. 

 
SAC discusses the Springfield Block Party, would like to have a larger, more coordinated 
presence this year. The event is 9/11/2026, and the commission does not meet in July and 
August. 
 
 Commission agrees to have a solid plan for the Springfield Block Party by May 2026. 

ED mentions that the community quilt paintings are hanging in the library and the 
library has requested plaques for them 

 
 ACTION ITEM: AG to work on this. 
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ED says that the Springfield Block Party is funded by a 501c3, and fundraising is more about 
developing partnerships, money is given to the City of Springfield. ED also mentions that it may 
be helpful to get Ben Wilkinson - the person the puts on the Springfield Block Party to a SAC 
meeting or communicating with the SAC in some way.  

ACTION ITEM: ED to reach out.  
 
GH asks CS about their involvement in the City of Eugene opening empty storefronts to artists. 
CS was not a part of this project, but suggests SAC could try to do this in Springfield. CS suggests 
commissioning artists to do Christmas themed windows. 
 
DG suggests we be part of the Springfield Christmas parade. CS suggests that night we do an art 
event. 
 
GH suggests nighttime light parade - CS mentioned that they started the one for Eugene!  
 

 

6:15-6:20 NEW COMMISSIONER CHECKLIST UPDATE MEREDITH BRANCH 
 
MB asks if new commissioners have looked at the checklist on the Google Drive - should be easy 
to find. All new commissioners have looked at the list. 
 
MB mentions Susan Chapin (one of the Mayor’s Art Show 2025 winners) thoughts on the HAG 
application process.  
  
 ACTION ITEM: DG to follow up with MB on this feedback. 

 
 

6:20-6:35 PUBLIC ART DISCUSSION CHARLY SWING 
 

 
CS talked with T about B72 (a clear protective coating) for existing murals in Springfield. T said 
that lots of murals still need attention, and this will take funding from Art Alley. Commissioners 
discuss re-allocating Art Alley funds and ED mentions that the SAC may need a Council Liaison 
for this. 

 
ACTION ITEM: JB to email Mindy Linder about the rules for reallocation of Art Alley 
funding. 

 
CS mentioned that T said to them that building owners were very upset after the murals were 
painted since they had to maintain them and could not change them. Some owners felt a loss of 
control of their building. A lot of work went into getting the money allocated for murals - T’s 
advice would be to keep all money for murals to address this issue, or events around the murals.  
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CS suggests that we develop a cohesive vision to get businesses to want murals. AG mentions 
that the B72 coating may be expensive - labor, prep, and coating/material cost. CS would like to 
know which murals are ours. ED mentions that there is a self-guided tour on the Springfield City 
website. 

 
ACTION ITEM: CS will prepare a proposal for the SAC on B72 restoration costs and 
present at a future meeting. 
 

CS would like the SAC to create a five-year plan, based on the funding for murals and timing of 
the fiscal year.  

 
 

6:35-6:50pm SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATES CHAIRS 

 
Community Engagement (Adam Gutierrez):  

 
Huerta Chavez planning committee: art won’t be on the YAG until May. They are doing several 
activities over the month of April 2026 at individual schools - AG is a part of this committee and 
explains to the SAC that they are doing things differently this year.  

 
On April 1st there is a “From Grapes to Mushrooms” event at Springfield City Hall from 3:30-
6:00pm, no SAC involvement yet, but there is an opportunity to table.April 10th is a walk to 
school day.  

 
YAG install at beginning of May! Planning committee would like other community organizations 
to be able to table during the SAC artwalk. The commission is fine with this, as long as all rules 
are followed. 

 
Huerta Chavez wants to bring their own music to the artwalk. MB mentions that the CHG artist 
already chose someone and we booked them. DG suggests we say no to this request. MB and 
DG say we are already committed to featuring Kenji. JB suggests we do the mariachi outside. 
The commission decides to say no to the musician request. AG is going to communicate with 
them tomorrow and say yes to the tabling, but we need to discuss their other requests further.  

 
Bookmark contest going up this month - 1800 entries!  

 
Marketing and Outreach (Keith Bennett):  

 
KB got permission to do art talks, and received a form from the city, current CHG artist Corla 
Bertrand wanted to do an art talk! KB found out today that the City approved her art talk. KB got 
ahold of Kara who is going to put it on the library calendar, requested that a commissioner be 
there on the 18th from 5:30 - 6:45. Corla is expecting about a half dozen people to come. MB 
requested KB put details in the logistical SAC chat. 
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Heritage Arts Grant (David Grimes): 
 
DG to communicate with CS about HAG timeline. DG asks BLC for mailchimp assistance.  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 


